
 

   

For the Gospel 
ACTS 16:25-40 
7/11/2021 
 
LEARN  

• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 16:25-40. 
Read 15:36-16:24 or listen to “Refuse to Lose” and “Cross Over” in the 
message archive. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection 
and application and use them to interact with your group during 
the discussions. Read the Commentary and use it when applicable. 

• Study New Testament teachings on persecution. Some passages are 
Matthew 5:10-12; John 15:18-20a; 16:33; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; 2 Timothy 
3:10-17; 1 Peter 3:13-17. How did your study prepare you to stand fast in 
times of persecution? How will it help you strengthen others? 

LEAD 

• Highlight the work of the Holy Spirit even though He is not mentioned in this 
week’s passage. 

• Emphasize the importance of teamwork in leveraging persecution to advance 
the gospel. Pray for one another, for our church, and for our church’s 
missionary work here and abroad. 

LOVE  

• Connect with group members who were on vacation the previous week. 
Catch them up with the lesson, if needed, and spend some time in prayer.   

• Pray for all the camps and VBS events that will take place in July and August.
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For the Gospel 
ACTS 16:25-40 
7/11/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
The church fulfills her calling when we leverage persecution to advance the gospel. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What image comes to mind when someone talks about the persecution of 
the church? 

The New Testament is filled with warnings about hardships and suffering believers will 
face for the sake of the gospel. But God will allow nothing to stand in the way of the 
proclamation of the good news of salvation through faith in Jesus. So, He has given 
believers everything they need to not only endure persecution but leverage it to 
advance the gospel.    

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 16:25-30 

• Have you ever faced persecution for being a follower of Christ? How were you 
persecuted? How did you respond? If there were bystanders, did they see 
evidence of your faith? What would you do differently?   

• Read Acts 5:17-21. In what way was apostles’ deliverance similar to that of Paul 
and Silas? In what way was it different? What do these supernatural events teach 
us about God and His plans? 
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• How did the actions of Paul and Silas in v. 25 keep them in place after the events 
of vv. 26-27? How did this affect the jailer? What can you learn from this?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 16:31-34  

• Think about the physical condition of Paul and Silas after being beaten, whipped, 
thrown into a dungeon and placed in stocks. What kept them focused on their 
mission instead of on their own pain and discomfort? 

• List all the ways the jailer demonstrated he was part of Christ’s family after his 
conversion. What does this teach you about the transformative power of the 
gospel? How is it evident in your life?  

• The jailer was in charge of the prison but spiritually he was the prisoner—shackled 
to sin and condemned to death. He too experienced a miraculous deliverance, 
rescued from the domain of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of Christ 
(Colossians 1:13). Re-read vv. 25-34 in this light. What, if any, additional insights 
did you gain from this re-reading?   

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 16:35-40 

• Why do you think Paul forced the magistrates to publicly acknowledge their illegal 
mistreatment of him? How do you think this impacted the fledgling church at 
Philippi?  

What biblical truths does our society reject that will eventually 
put Christians at odds with the law of the land?  How do you 
think Christians will be persecuted? What are you doing to 
prepare yourself for this future? What are you doing to 
prepare your children, especially those who will attend public 
schools and universities that will do everything they can to 
convince your children that wrong is right, and right is wrong?  

 
DISCUSS 

What challenges do we face in sharing the gospel with 
someone who has never heard of God, doesn’t believe in sin, 
is hostile to Christianity, or is an adherent to another religion? 
Is there a way to prepare for these challenges, or is it even 
necessary to prepare for them? Please explain.    

 
DISCUSS 
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• Why was it important for Paul and Silas to encourage the brothers and sisters 
before their departure?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 

How have you seen the gospel at work in and through our group and the 
missions efforts of our church? What tangible way will you live the compassion of 
God and the mission of Jesus this week? 

How will this study help you persevere in the mission God has for you when 
things are difficult? 

PRAYER 
Close by praying over your group. Pray that group members will take advantage of 
opportunities to witness to the people God places in their lives. Ask God to give 
everyone everything they need to leverage persecution to advance the gospel. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 16:25-40 

16:25. The situation looked ominous for Paul and Silas. They were successful in 
reaching Lydia for Christ and liberating a slave girl from Satan’s control. But their 
success got them in trouble. They were beaten and jailed. Instead of letting fear hush 
their testimony of Jesus, however, Paul and Silas turned their prison cell into a worship 
center. Instead of mourning their pain, they gave themselves to worshiping God by 
praying and singing to Him. Luke said they sang hymns, or songs of praise directed to 
God. Every word they uttered in prayer and song reflected the joy and peace God 
gave them in their ordeal. 

Paul and Silas were certain about ending their mission in Philippi 
and moving on to their next ministry opportunity. What do you 
think was the source of this certainty, since Luke made no mention 
of it? Think about times you shared the gospel with non-believers. 
Did you ever stop or put them “on hold” while you pursued other 
opportunities? How do you know you were being led by the Holy 
Spirit? What are some consequences that can arise from making 
these decisions on your own? 

 
DISCUSS 
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16:26. Paul and Silas’s expressions of worship served as testimonies about the Lord to 
the people around them. Luke indicated that the other prisoners listened as the two 
missionaries worshiped God. Later, God used them to keep the jailer from harming 
himself. In turn, the jailer went into his house and shared the message of the Lord that 
brought him new life. The transformation of the people in his household stemmed from 
listening to Paul and Silas as they worshiped God in their prison cell. 

The turn of events for the jailer started when Paul and Silas were locked up in his 
prison. What Paul and Silas did in prison shows us the value of a lifestyle of worshiping 
and serving God. Such a lifestyle opens wide the door of possibilities for us to tell the 
people observing us about Jesus Christ. 

A sudden and violent earthquake changed everything for Paul and Silas. The 
earthquake quivered the ground with such force that it shook the jail’s foundations. All 
the doors in the jail burst open, and the chains holding the prisoners came loose, 
setting everyone free. The remarkable turn of events liberated the missionaries. 

16:27. But they didn’t try to escape. Their decision to stay put made an eternal 
difference in the life of the jailer. The earthquake probably aroused him from sleep. 
Looking around, he assumed every prisoner had escaped because all the prison doors 
stood open. Responsible for what happened, he knew he had no other choice but to 
take his own life. Otherwise, he would be executed for allowing the prisoners to 
escape. 

16:28-32. That’s when Paul and Silas came to the jailer’s rescue. First, they convinced 
him none of the prisoners had escaped, which saved his life from execution. Then they 
shared Christ with him, which would save his life for eternity. Those who are 
overwhelmed by fears or a sense of personal failure need to discover the joy and peace 
Jesus gives those who believe in Him. 

Notice the way Paul communicated with the jailer so he could be saved. The man’s 
respect for Paul and Silas moved him to fall down in their presence and to address 
them as “Sirs.” Then the jailer asked them the question that led to the transformation 
of his life forever—“What must I do to be saved?” Paul and Silas responded simply and 
clearly—he would be saved if He put his faith in Christ, if he would believe on the Lord 
Jesus. Notice what Paul did not say. He did not tell the jailer he would be saved from 
his sins if he did good actions for others and treated them fairly, if he observed the 
Lord’s Supper and was baptized, or if he merely associated with a group of Christians. 
None of these actions, and others like them, would bring him new life and a fresh start. 
Only personal faith in Jesus Christ, the one Mediator between God and sinners, would 
result in his salvation. 
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Also, Paul and Silas told the jailer the persons in his household could be saved if they 
too trusted Christ. When the jailer took the two missionaries to his home that same 
hour of the night, he washed their wounds, and Paul and Silas spoke the message of 
the Lord with everyone there. As a result, each person in the jailer’s family received 
Christ. Salvation always involves each individual’s repentance and faith in Jesus. Along 
with the jailer, all of them were baptized. 

16:33-34. The jailer watched as everyone in his entire household trusted Jesus the 
Savior. No wonder the jailer rejoiced. The meal he served to Paul and Silas only 
scratched the surface of his gratitude to them for helping him and his family know 
Christ. The family’s coming to faith shows the positive spiritual influence today’s 
Christian parents can have in their families. 

 


